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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
1 22(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Lynam (6,968,736). 

Regarding applicant claims 1 , 28, and 34 , Lynam teaches a viewing 
system and sensing system for a vehicle having a windshield and a button 
connected comprising: a sensor (22) configured to be connected to the 
windshield (12) and be located adjacent the button (17) (col. 6, lines1-35); and an 
interior rearview mirror system (40) configured to be connected to the button and 
to cover the sensor (10); the sensor being configured to be operatively coupled to 
the windshield independent of the interior rearview mirror system (col. 6, lines 35- 
65); wherein at least a portion of the sensor is no longer operatively coupled to 
the windshield as the interior rearview mirror system is detached form the button 

(fig- 1)- 
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Regarding applicant claims 2 , Lynam teaches the sensor system 
comprising a first section and a second section where the first section is 
connected to the windshield and the second section being removably connected 
to the first section; and the second section is the at least the portion of the sensor 
whereby the first section remains operatively coupled to the windshield and the 
second section is no longer operatively coupled to the windshield as the interior 
rearview mirror system is detached from the button (col. 7, lines 30-50, "housing 
14 of train sensor module assembly 10 is preferably releasably or removably 
mounted or attached to rain sensor mounting button 17 by attachment to solid 
portion 1 7a of rain sensor mounting button 1 7, for example by mechanical means 
such as by snap-on or twist-on attachment or, alternatively by a releasable 
adhesive layer"). 
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Regarding applicant claims 2-6. and 7-9, 35 , Lynam teaches interior 
rearview mirror system including facing ledges adapted to engage as the interior 
rearview mirror system is detached from the button, whereby the ledge of the 
interior rearview mirror system engages the ledge of the sensor as the interior 
rearview mirror system is detached from the button, whereby the at least the 
portion of the sensor is no longer operatively coupled to the windshield as the 
interior rearview mirror system is detached from the button (col. 8, lines 30-55 
"mirror assembly 40 comprises a double ball joint interior mirror assembly which 
is detachably mounted to mounting button 35... interior mirror assembly 40 will 
detach from button 35". 

Regarding applicant claims 10-13, 26-27 , Lynam teaches the interior 
rearview mirror system including: the entire sensor, sensor is configured to press 
against the windshield, the sensor is pressed against the windshield, coupled to 
the windshield (Rain sensor module assembly 10 is mounted to inner surface 1 1 
of windshield 12 by a rain sensor mounting button 17). 

Regarding applicant claim 14-25, 29-33, 36-48 , Lynam teaches the interior 
rearview mirror system wherein the interior rearview mirror system comprises a 
mirror housing and a mounting bracket, the mounting bracket being configured to 
be connected to the button (col. 6, lines 35-45, "rain sensor module assembly 10 
includes a rain sensor unit 22"; col. 8, lines 14-30, "Mounted to cabin facing side 
of housing is a mirror mounting button 35 for mounting a mirror assembly 40 to 
rain sensor module assembly 10"). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to WAE LOUIE whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5195. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 0700-1530. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Thomas G. Black can be reached on 571-272-6956. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/W. U 

Examiner, Art Unit 3661 



/Thomas G. Black/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3661 



